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Tells how to choose the right breed for your personality and hunting and includes training tips for
housebreaking and basic living commands. Techniques for introducing the gun, achieving
staunchness on point, and advanced field quartering and retrieving. Preventing problem
behaviors of deer chasing, blinking, gun shyness, hardmouth, short stopping.
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DEDICATIONT o all puppies, past, present, and future—may they always give me a sense of
renewal. Dark Hollow Tuck with son Dark Hollow Spiller at four months.

INTRODUCTION The training process and additional information in the pages that follow are the
product of thirty-five years of experience and a thousand-plus dogs. My intention is to provide
the reader with a simplified, commonsense approach to training the companion pointing dog.
You can use the process in its entirety or to troubleshoot individual aspects of your dog’s
education. It is uncomplicated, and can work equally well for the novice or experienced handler.
The goal is to develop your dog’s natural aptitudes to the fullest possible extent on your own or
with the aid of a professional at critical moments. Companion gun dogs are best raised and
trained by their owners as much as possible, though when necessary, you can seek help from a
competent pro who specializes in companion gun dogs.Some of what you read in these pages
may differ from the procedures outlined elsewhere by competitive trainers in field trials or the
show ring. The needs and goals of the typical companion gun dog and its owner-handler are
quite different from those of field-trial or show prospects. They are not lesser or greater, just
different. Be aware of this throughout the process of choosing, raising, and training your
dog.Puppies generally are not born with behavior problems; a problem dog is likely the result of
improper handling and training. Most problems stem from a lack of control that manifests itself in
the field, where the level of distraction is the greatest. The answer lies in effective, early



obedience training, positive reinforcement, and proper transition to the field. Not all pups have
the potential to be superdogs, but most can be reasonably proficient field companions and loyal
friends.Excuses for poorly trained dogs vary from not having the time to not having the
knowledge to train a gun dog. But most people should be capable of reading and understanding
a training book, and if you really have the motivation, you can allot fifteen minutes a day to
training. If you cannot or will not make this commitment, don’t invest in a pup that will go
untrained and unattended. Since you are putting time, money, and emotion into this project, give
yourself a chance to succeed by starting with the right breed for your temperament and type of
hunting. If you’re not sure what kind of dog is right for you, contact a knowledgeable, unbiased
professional or refer to a book that covers the strengths and weaknesses of all breeds.Tuck at
six years with AyA and grouse.Because you have purchased a training manual for the pointing
breeds, you likely have already chosen a pointing-dog pup from proven bloodlines for your type
of use (although chapter 2 can help you find a competent breeder, if you have not yet done so).
The training schedule provided in this book is organized according to age categories and the
lessons to be learned during each. The schedule may vary in timing, depending on your pup’s
temperament and maturation. If your pup is precocious, you may get ahead of schedule. If it is
timid, you may fall behind. Adjust your pace to suit you and your dog, and move on to the next
step only when you think your dog is ready.When training a dog that does not have to meet
specific show or trial standards, your approach can be more flexible. If you wish to use different
terminology, that’s fine. It’s important to be confident and comfortable with the words and
techniques you use. Your confidence will transfer to your dog and serve you well during training
and hunting. Always act as if you know what you’re doing. Your dog’s response will be based
more on your demeanor than on your words.If you use the techniques and timing in the text
correctly, the result will be a companion gun dog you will be proud to own. I dislike shortcuts and
do not use gimmicks as a substitute for solid training, time, and patience. Given good bloodlines
and good training, you won’t need extreme methods, and few problems will develop. Good luck
and get to it!

CHAPTER ONEPlanning Training SessionsDark Hollow Corey play sight-pointing at ten
weeks.Now that you’ve accepted the responsibility of training your own dog, you should
incorporate two rules into your training: be consistent and be persistent in your approach. If you
observe these two rules, you will be more likely to succeed.CONSISTENCYAlways use the
same word, hand or whistle signal, or lead pressure for the lesson being taught. For example, if
“come” is the signal to bring your dog to you, always use it. Do not say “come on,” “come here,”
“here,” or some other term. Train yourself to be a consistent handler, and your pup will become a
better-trained adult. Also, never give a command you cannot enforce. This is the cardinal rule of
dog training. Picking words and signals that are more natural and comfortable to you will help.
Do not send mixed messages, which will confuse the dog and frustrate you.Stay on an even
emotional level, remaining firm but reassuring. Pups that are either coddled or overly berated will



not respond well. If you approach training in a calm, confident manner, the pup will develop into
a calm, confident adult.PERSISTENCENever allow a pup to disobey a command and then
expect it to listen the next time. It won’t. You command and the dog obeys, always.For best
results, take your puppy from its mother and littermates at around seven weeks of age (subject
to dog laws in your state). Scientific evidence suggests that this is the optimum time in the pup’s
development to do so. Its capacity to learn is as great at seven weeks as it will ever be, even
though emotional development is just beginning. Doing this will allow you to best take advantage
of your pup’s natural instincts to shape its personality in a manner that suits it to living in a
human social pack. In effect, you will become the leader of the pack, and your pup will naturally
look to you for leadership. Using a fail-safe, positively reinforced approach can prevent behavior
problems.Actual training sessions should begin as soon as the puppy is secure in its new
environment and is beginning to trust you—at around nine to ten weeks of age, or about two
weeks after you brought the pup home. When the pup is very young, sessions should be no
longer than fifteen minutes and take place twice a day, or at least once a day, depending on your
schedule. Spend additional time just playing with the pup, taking it for walks and expanding its
environment. A pup’s attention tends to wander like a small child’s. If your puppy shows signs of
tiring, repeat a command you know it will complete successfully, praise the pup, and then quit.
Training sessions should be something the puppy looks forward to each day. Keep them
positive.Don’t try to cram too much into one training session, one day, or one week. Accomplish
one or two simple commands at a time, then move on to other, more difficult ones. At first these
training sessions should be between you and your pup alone, with no distractions. Once you
have instilled good obedience and the pup has developed sufficient maturity, you can gradually
introduce distractions.Do not lose your temper, and do not discipline during training sessions. Be
firm but patient. Show the pup what you want it to do, use proper technique to enforce your
command, and praise the animal when it gets it right. If a young pup fails during early yard
training, it is the handler’s fault. My technique involves a tried-and-true, positive-reinforcement
approach to training, using reassuring firmness when handling the pup. This approach ensures
success, builds confidence in the pup, and encourages it to look forward to the next session.At
first keep the pup always on a lead to control it and to guarantee success with each and every
command. Praise appropriately when the pup does well, but don’t overdo it. At this stage in the
pup’s life, praise and positive reinforcement are the law. Later, when the youngster knows what
to do but refuses, you will introduce negative sanctions into your training regimen. Go from a
short to a progressively longer lead, using it to ensure success and show the pup you are in
control at any distance. The pup should eventually think you are omnipresent. If you plan to use
an electronic collar, you should not introduce it until the pup has first learned its commands,
employing it only for reinforcement of commands and problem solving.German shorthair pup
sight-pointing at seven weeks. DONNIE EBERSOLEAs Joel Vance of Gun Dog magazine once
wrote, “Simple is best, and firmness beats hysteria.” Above all, be patient! There is no shortcut to
a well-trained, well-adjusted dog.CANINE PSYCHOLOGYMany new owners never give their



pup’s thought process much consideration and simply try to impose their will upon the dog.
Others fall prey to popular myths that attempt to use human psychology to explain canine
behavior. Dogs’ brains are not wired the same way human brains are. Yes, they are social
animals, and properly interpreted, that fact can be used to the owner’s benefit. However, we
must first understand that at the heart of canine behavior is the tendency to dominate or be
dominated. This is not as harsh as it may sound. To physically dominate is to possess the ability
to lead the pack. In the wild, the contest for physical domination would be ongoing. Through
appropriate interpretation and response to a pup’s behavior, we can eliminate that daily struggle
and in a natural fashion, make ourselves dominant for the duration of our relationship with our
canine companion.This does not mean mistreating your dog! To the contrary, regular obedience
training and techniques such as the alpha roll can go a long way to accomplishing this goal. The
alpha roll is not used during training sessions. When your youngster is being openly defiant,
resisting handling, growling, or trying to exert its dominance in some other manner, simply pin it
to the ground with one hand on the side of its neck and the other hand on its side around the
loin. At first the pup will fight and resist, but it will eventually go limp. More dominant pups will
take longer to submit. After the pup submits, let it get up and resume normal activity. You have
simply shown the pup your ability to physically dominate it. Along with regular obedience
sessions, this exercise will establish you as the leader in the relationship.Your pup needs to
understand that you are in charge of making the decisions. For example, a pup does not decide
whether or not to jump; you do. A pup does not decide whether to chew furniture or move so you
can enter a doorway it is blocking; you do. One of the most common problematic myths is that
dogs do things to please us or to displease us. No they don’t; they are not wired that way. Dogs
do things to please themselves, and because they can. If it feels good, they want to do it; if not,
they avoid it. At the base of all training, we must make the behavior we find undesirable
uncomfortable enough so that the dog does not want to do it. Likewise, behavior we want to
instill needs to be rewarded to make it sufficiently pleasing to the dog. Once the lesson is
learned, Rover will sit—not to please you, but rather to receive the reward that makes the
behavior pleasing to him.When Rover wags his tail, jumps on you and licks your face, it is not
because he loves you. Instead, it shows that the pup does not respect your authority. And if the
pup does not respect your authority, you can forget about controlling it in the field. Being too
lenient or too harsh results in failure because the pup will not trust or respect its owner. The
amount of positive or negative reinforcement to use depends on the breed and the individual
dog. What may deter one dog from chasing deer may be simply ignored by another. This is
where learning to read your dog is critical. Too much correction may cower a dog and too little
may create a misbehaved monster.Rose with limit of Pennsylvania grouse at three years.I often
use the phrase “reassuring firmness” when teaching owners how to approach their dog. Find the
appropriate level of firmness for your dog, and then maintain this level when handling the dog.
Do not fluctuate from coddling to expressing anger or frustration. Stay emotionally even so that
your pup will trust you, know what to expect from you, and respond to your handling.Even more



significant is that a properly trained dog that knows its place and clearly understands the
parameters of acceptable behavior will be a happier, more self-assured individual. This is simply
because the dog is not always butting heads with its human companions and being disciplined
for doing so. Instead, the dog will take the path of least resistance; in other words, the dog will do
what brings it pleasure. Ultimately, understanding how your dog thinks and responds to stimuli
will help you shape it into a good citizen around the house and a competent performer in the
field.
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C. Caswell, “Great book for this newbie trainer. This book is a easy read with great advice and
details to properly train your hunting companion for the field and home. Rick certainly makes his
philosophies known and backs up with reasoning why. He does not encourage training with
adding a lot of pressure to dog, which I appreciate to speed/rapid training methods. The only
thing that would have made book perfect is more diagrams than dog field pictures to show better
details of what he is instructing in each section. An appendix with matrix of root cause of issues
and resolutions would have also added clarity to typical issues and resolutions. Overall I am glad
I read this great book : I will utilize in my training.”

Harold Lampert, “I've had the pup since she was 6 weeks old and she is turning into a fine gun
dog companion. I have been training my current 1 year old Brittany using this book as well as a
few other books. I've had the pup since she was 6 weeks old and she is turning into a fine gun
dog companion. Will now start to use the more advanced techniques to train stauchness on
birds.”

D. Dauphin, “A good but basic overview. This is a good book that gives a solid, but very basic
overview of what the author wants from his bird dogs. If you already have some experience
training animals, but have never trained a bird dog, which describes me, I think this book may be
useful to you. If you are looking for an in depth how-to book on training a bird dog for the
absolute novice, this book isn't going to fulfill your expectations. He has taken a 2 year process
and condensed it into 100 pages of the high points. Also, the author is very much oriented
toward the companion/home dog. He suggests breaking a lot of rules that field trial people would
consider blasphemy, in order to better fulfill the companion role. I happen to agree with just
about everything he says. It is well written and easy to read.”

Tom Gordon, “Spot on. Excellent book for someone looking to train a pointing dog for the first
time or for someone who has some experience looking for a guide to follow. An easy read. I read
through it in a couple hrs. I've read several different training books from top trainers looking for a
good plan or guide & came up with a plan of my own using these different methods to fit my
style. Later, I found and read this book only to find it is spot on with my plans for training my new
German Shorthair pup.  I'll be using it as a reference while I train this pup into a hunting dog.”

Natalie Petty, “Great Reference. I read this almost ten years ago and the recently saw it was
recommended by a breeder on his web site. It's informative and understandable. I'd
recommend it to anyone trying to understand everything that goes into a finished dog.”

nicholas j patronis, “book. great book easy to read and very informative would purchase again if I
lost the book great book keep in safe place don't loan out to anyone you will not get back”



Steven L. Hunter, “Excellent book. I really enjoyed this book. I have a new pointer puppy and
have read the puppy part several times. I really like the way it is organized by dog age for things
to teach the dog. I have over half a dozen books on dog training (I want to do it right) and this
one is a keeper.”

Dave, “Four Stars. It 's a good book, however, I was expecting a little more information and help.”

Gabriel Lavoie, “Super. Very detailed information explained in a structured manner. Very happy
that I purchased and read this book. I recommend it!”

The book by Richard Weaver has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 75 people have provided feedback.
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